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Breaking News about the Thrasher Family Reunion

Williamsburg, Jamestown and Yorktown
The Thrasher Family Association is headed to Virginia, Friday, May 4th to Sunday, May
6th, for the 44th annual TFA Reunion. Our headquarters will be:

The Holiday Inn & Suites - Williamsburg Historic Gateway
515 Bypass Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
757-229-9990
On Friday evening, May 4th, we are planning an outing to Historic Williamsburg for dinner
at Shields Tavern. We will meet in the hotel lobby at 5:00pm and car pool to the restaurant.
Our dinner reservation is for the restaurant’s first seating from 5:15pm-7:15pm. Drawing
influences from every corner of the former British Empire, the cuisine at James Shield’s
Tavern offers an authentic taste of the cosmopolitan nature of the Colonies in the 18 th
century. Our group will be served a fixed-price menu that includes a choice of either soup
or salad for the first course and three main course options with side dishes. A dessert
course is included as are Tavern breads and your choice of coffee, tea or fountain beverage.
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Vegetarian Options are also provided upon request.
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After dinner at Shields Tavern, an optional living history program, “Cry Witch,” is
scheduled for 7:30pm at the Capitol General Court. The popular “Cry Witch” program is
an historical reenactment of the 1706 witchcraft trial of Grace Sherwood and has been
performed in Williamsburg for a number of years. The audience is an active participant in
the trial. You decide! Is Grace Sherwood a witch? Question witnesses. Weigh evidence.
Finally, cast your vote for the guilt or innocence of “the Virginia Witch.”
This is a separate, reservation only, ticketed event for those wishing to experience Historic
Williamsburg. Tickets for the one-hour program are $19 and must be purchased in
advance. Those wishing to return to the hotel instead will be able to enjoy fellowship with
their cousins in the James Room.
On Saturday, May 5th, breakfast will be served in the James Room from 7:00am-9:00am.
Those participating in the tour will depart the hotel at 9:00am and carpool to Historic
Jamestowne for a guided tour of the oldest continuous English settlement in the New
World. After lunch we will have a guided tour of Yorktown Battlefield Park and learn about
the decisive battle of the American Revolutionary War that took place in October of 1781.
The cost of both guided tours, including a box lunch, is $38. We plan to depart Yorktown
in time to be back at the hotel no later than 3:30pm.
The annual meeting of the Thrasher Family Association will commence at 4:00pm
Saturday, May 5th, in the James Room. Thrasher Family Association president, John E.
Thrasher is in charge of the agenda. After the annual meeting we will have a short break to
allow members to freshen up for dinner. A buffet dinner is scheduled for 6:30pm in the
James Room. After dinner, the James Room will be open for more visiting and sharing.
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On Sunday, breakfast will be served in the James Room from 7:00am-9:00am for those
wanting to enjoy some food and conversation with their cousins before returning home.
Here’s an overview of our Schedule:
Friday, May 4, 2018
5:00 pm
5:15 pm-7:15 pm
7:30 pm-8:30 pm

Meet in the lobby to carpool to dinner at
Shield’s Tavern in Historic Williamsburg
Dinner at Shields Tavern
“Cry Witch” performance at the Capitol General Court

James Room will be open for TFA members

Saturday, May 5, 2018
7:00 am-9:00 am
9:00 am
9:30 am:-11:30 am
11:30 am-12:00 pm
12:00 pm--12:45 pm
12:45 pm-2:45 pm
2:45 pm
3:30 pm
4:00 pm
6:30 pm

TFA breakfast buffet in James Room
Depart for Jamestown and Yorktown
Guided tour of Historic Jamestowne
Depart Jamestown for Yorktown
Boxed Lunch at Yorktown Battlefield Park
Guided tour of the Yorktown Battlefield Park
Depart Yorktown for hotel
Arrive back at hotel
TFA Business Meeting in the James Room
TFA Dinner in James Room

James Room will be open for TFA members
Sunday, May 6, 2018
7:00 am-9:00 am

TFA breakfast buffet in James Room

A Review of our Y-DNA Testing Project
By Nancy T. Cherry

In 2004 our TFA men enthusiastically supported the idea of DNA testing, which at that
time meant testing the Y-chromosome for genetic markers passed from grandfather to
father to son with very few changes. Other types of DNA testing, such as mitochondrial
testing for inheritance on the maternal line and autosomal testing for cousins or any
relationship, had not yet been introduced.
Our men wanted to confirm their paper research or have their DNA results show where
they had made mistakes and suggest new possibilities for research. I wanted to see why
decades of looking by Dot Pruett, Jim Moule, John E., my father and me -- and others
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before us – had not produced a shred of evidence that the Thrashers in central Maryland
were related to the Thrashers in the South.
At our 2005 TFA meeting, we decided to test with Family Tree DNA (FTDNA), a company
in Houston, TX. We settled on the highest resolution test offered at the time, the Y-37
(testing on 37 markers on the Y-chromosome). A “project” was set up for the surname
Thrasher/Thresher/Threasher, and between August 11 and September 13, 2005, fifteen
men submitted samples taken by mopping their inner cheeks. By February 2006, four
more men had tested. The Original 19, all carrying the surname (listed here in alphabetical
order), were Albert A., Amos (of the Maryland clan), Barton E., Bill Shelah, Buddy (Robert
Patton), Calvin (of the Maryland clan), Craig Stephen, Dale, Jodie T., John E., John Paul,
Kenneth Thomas, Lester, Patrick David, Steve (of the Maryland clan), Thomas Neal,
Warren Jr., William Boyd, and William Thomas (of unknown lineage at that time).
Our Project now includes 58 men who have tested their Y-chromosome. Y-37 remains our
entry-level test, but now many of our men are starting with or upgrading to the higherdefinition Y-67 or Y-111 tests. The Y-37 and Y-67 tests require that a man have a Genetic
Distance of three or fewer for him and his match to possibly share a recent common
ancestor. At the 111-marker level, though, he may show up to a genetic difference of five
to presume that he and his match have a common ancestor at or before eight generations
in the past.
We’ve had our share of surprises – what the testing company used to call NPEs or “nonparental events,” but I think “Not the Parent Expected” is a better way to express it. We’ve
had cases where someone with the Thrasher name turned out not to be a Thrasher and
other cases where someone with a different surname found out or confirmed that he was
a Thrasher.
There are many more Thrasher men out there that we need to bring into our project. Each
one sheds a little more light on the tangled web of Thrashers across our country. Who
knew that the Thrashers in western Maryland would not be of the same haplotype as the
central Maryland Thrashers, or that a long-lost branch of the central Maryland Thrashers
would be found in roughly the same area as the lineage followed in Our Thrasher Heritage?
We need to recruit men with the surname for our project. Last year the TFA bought a few
Y-37 test kits to give to individuals who might find the price prohibitive, and we still have
one or two available. TFA also offers buy-downs for those willing to pay some of the cost
of their test kit. Decisions on use of these “scholarships” are made by a panel of three TFA
members. Retail prices for the kits are $169 for the Y-37; $268 for the Y-67; and $359 for
the Y-111, but prices for men in our project run about $20 less. The company offers sales
at least twice a year and holds occasional pop-up sales when the price is significantly
reduced.
Women cannot take the Y-chromosome test, but they can recruit or help male relatives
with the cost or donate to our “scholarship” fund. Women without a brother or father to
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test may reach out to descendants of a brother to their father, grandfather, greatgrandfather, or beyond. We should all be on the lookout for men named Thrasher who are
not known to fit into one of our established lineages. In fact, we should encourage any
Thrasher male we come across to enter the project.
Our testing company, Family Tree DNA, is one of the few – if not the only – companies
testing the Y-chromosome for surname projects. Ancestry.com, 23andMe, and others
offer only the autosomal tests. Family Tree DNA’s autosomal test is called the “Family
Finder” test.
Collecting DNA samples at death
In her blog of January 28, 2018, Judy Russell, writing as The Legal Genealogist,
at http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/ informed us that our testing company, Family
Tree DNA, will accept DNA swabs collected after death. This is important, as so many of
us put off testing relatives, and then regret our procrastination. It is also important to note
that testing companies requiring a saliva sample, rather than a cheek swab, cannot offer
this service.
You will probably work with the funeral home on this. Some of them are stocking test kits
these days or are willing to swab the cheeks of the deceased. Judy recommends that if the
funeral home balks at collecting or allowing you to collect the sample, you may remind
them that if you have the legal right to be making the arrangements for disposition of the
remains, you have the legal right to collect that DNA sample. You may want to print Judy’s
blog of June 30, 2013 for them.

Please continue to share your news and photos with your
“cousins by the dozens”

Sue Q. Thrasher: 1101 Christian Drive, Watkinsville, GA 30677 or by email:
drsuethrasher@gmail.com
Nancy T. Cherry: 3100 Elkridge Court, Beltsville, MD 20705-3239 or email:
NancyTC@aol.com
John E. Thrasher: 6424 SE 169th Avenue, Micanopy, FL 32667 or email:
fish_jet@bellsouth.net

Be sure to visit our website: http://thrasherfamilyassociation.com/
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The Bear Bryant-Wally Butts Football Scandal That
Split the Supreme Court and Changed American Libel Law
Ranked #1 New Release in “Courts and Law” on Amazon, March 2018

The week before the Alabama-Georgia national championship game on
January 8, 2018, several sportswriters wrote about the most controversial
game in their series that dates back to 1895. A week before the 1962 game,
an Atlanta insurance salesman accidentally overheard a telephone
conversation and became the center of a scandal that riveted college football.
He thought he overheard Wally Butts, the athletic director and ex-football
coach of the University of Georgia, give his friend Paul “Bear” Bryant, the
legendary University of Alabama coach, play formations and details that
helped Alabama romp over Georgia 35-0 in the 1962 season opener. The
Saturday Evening Post published his story six months later, which led to a libel
lawsuit by Butts that went to the U.S. Supreme Court. The court made a
historic decision in Curtis Publishing v. Butts that changed American libel
law. This untold story of events leading up to the case reveals new information
about Butts and Bryant never before published.
“Fumbled Call is a fascinating tale of how an innocently captured conversation changed lives, livelihoods, and the
laws of the land. A careful researcher with a flair for telling a story, David E. Sumner dodges the myths and runs
down the truth, and the result is a courtroom drama about college sports, journalism and celebrity that should be of
interest to all.”
Peter C. Canfield, Atlanta First Amendment attorney
"What do you get when mystery and scandal merges with college football legend? One hell of a book. Fumbled Call
is Sherlock Holmes meets George Gipp. Riveting, Spell-bounding, Unique.” -- Jeff Pearlman, author of Gunslinger: The
Remarkable, Improbable, and Iconic Life of Brett Favre and Sweetness: The Enigmatic Life of Walter Payton.
David E. Sumner tells this true, dramatic story after he researched more than 3,000 pages of letters, reports, memos,
depositions, and trial transcripts from the University of Georgia Archives, Emory University Archives, FBI documents, and
the National Archives and Records Administration. Sumner is professor emeritus of journalism at Ball State University in
Indiana, where he taught feature and magazine writing for 25 years. A Florida native and SEC fan, he has a B.A. from
Stetson University and a Ph.D. from the University of Tennessee. He is the author seven books including John Thrasher:
Georgia Pioneer, Politician, and Philanthropist and The Magazine Century: American Magazines Since 1900.

Order by mail or online at www.mcfarlandpub.com or call 1-800-253-2187
Ship to:(please print)____________________________

Fumbled Call:

$35

____________________________________________

Shipping/handling $_____

____________________________________________

TOTAL

____________________________________________

Shipping/handling: $5 first book, $2 each additional

$ _____

Credit card orders:

___Visa ___Mastercard
___AMEX ___Discover
Account# ____________________________________________

$35 softcover (6 x 9) Ebook ISBN:978-1-4766-3234-6

Exp. Date____________________Security code_____________

224 pp. with photos, appendices, notes, bibliography, index

Tel.____________________E-mail:_______________________

ISBN 978-1-4766-7141-3
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Make your reservations for the Reunion

Name __________________________________________
Number Attending ___________

If you haven’t done so, please remit payment for the following meal functions:
Saturday Breakfast: $12.50 per person: $_________
Saturday Night Dinner: $30 per person: $_________
Sunday Breakfast: $12.50 per person:

$_________

Again, if you haven’t done so, please indicate whether you plan to join the group for the
followings outings. The cost of the “Cry Witch” and Jamestown-Yorktown guided tour is
listed below. For more information, including cost, regarding Friday’s dinner, see the
Shields Tavern Adult Group Menu in this newsletter. If you plan to join the group for
dinner, please indicate your main course option or options below:
Friday Evening Dinner at Shields Tavern: Option 1, Option 2 or Option 3: _________
Friday Evening Historical Program “Cry Witch”: $19 per person:

$_________

Saturday Jamestown-Yorktown Tour (lunch included): $38 per person:

$_________

Please make your checked payable to John Paul Thrasher. If you have questions or if you
need additional information about TFA Reunion 2018, please contact John Paul Thrasher
(770-328-3991). If planning to attend, please scan and email this registration form to:
john.thrasher@numail.org or mail it to:
John Paul Thrasher
5 Woodridge Place
Newnan, GA 30265
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