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Thrasher Family Reunion  
 
The Thrasher Family Association returns to Virginia May 4-6 for the 2018 TFA Reunion. The 
Holiday Inn & Suites Gateway in Williamsburg will be our headquarters for this year’s reunion. 
The cutoff date for the special group rates (Thrasher Family Reunion) is midnight on April 4, 
2018. Note: There is a two-day minimum on all reservations. Please contact the Holiday Inn & 
Suites at 757-229-9990 to make your reservation. A meeting room is being provided by the hotel 
(James Room) which will serve as Reunion Central during the weekend.    
 
On Friday evening, May 4, we are planning an outing to Historic Williamsburg for dinner. We 
will meet in the hotel lobby at 5:30 PM and car pool to the restaurant.  An optional “living history” 
program is planned for those interested. This will be a separate, reservation only, event for those 
wishing to experience Historic Williamsburg. Afterwards we will return to the hotel and the 
James Room will be open for those wanting to visit with their cousins.  
  
After breakfast on Saturday, May 5, we will depart at 9:00 AM for Jamestown to tour the oldest 
continuous English settlement in the New World which was established in 1607. After lunch we 
will tour Yorktown and learn about the decisive battle of the American Revolutionary War that 
took place in October of 1781. The annual meeting of the Thrasher Family Association will 
commence at 4:00 PM on Saturday, May 5, in the James Room.  After the annual meeting we will 
have a catered dinner and program at the hotel. After dinner, the James Room will be open for 
visiting and sharing.  Breakfast will be served in the James Room on Sunday morning. Be sure 
to complete a registration form.  
 

The reunion registration form is on the last page of the newsletter 
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Will I see you at the Thrasher Reunion? 

 
I sincerely hope that the answer to my question is a resounding YES!  At this short time before 
the annual reunion, I begin to get excited just knowing that before long I will see you all.  The 
past reunions have been such fun and also important in getting to know Thrasher and Thrasher 
related cousins. (I believe that also includes those “adopted” cousins like Vicki Mills who rarely 
misses out.)   
 
Last year, a real hit at the reunion were the individual genealogy charts for many of you, tracing 
your family line back to your earliest ancestor that was known.  That as well as placing your 
own “leaf” on the Family Tree chart.  
 
Knowing that the reunion would be in the Jamestown/Williamsburg area encouraged several 
of our TFA members to work with their genealogy to trace to a settler in Jamestown.  Because 
of Bonnie Schmidt’s work, both Bonnie and I are new members of the Jamestowne Society, 
joining Dr. David Thrasher and Bonnie Bolin (and who knows who else) as members.  You 
might want to join us. 
 
I would appreciate it if you will let me know in advance of any presentation that you would like 
to make at the business meeting portion of the gathering.  There is so much to see and do in 
the Jamestown area!  Please, don’t forget to return to the motel for our gathering at 4:00 PM 
on Saturday. See you there!  

John E. Thrasher  
 

 
 

A Changing Wind: Commerce and Conflict in Civil War Atlanta 
Wendy Hamand Venet 

Yale University Press, 2014. 305 pages paperback. 
 

Book review by Joseph Stine 
 

A Changing Wind: Commerce and Conflict In Civil War Atlanta explains how Atlanta grew from 
a transportation center into a major industrial, commercial and medical center during the war 
and how different levels of its society were affected. The author is a professor of history at Georgia 
State University. Atlanta’s businessmen, both Confederate and Unionist, some who opposed 
secession, cast their lot with the Confederacy and their gamble paid off in profits during the first 
two years of the war. After the war they gambled on Atlanta’s economic recovery and starting 
from scratch they built the New Atlanta. Others were not so lucky. Wives of soldiers had to 
provide for their families with little income and no help from their husbands at war.  
 
This review centers upon Thrasher’s that appear in the book: S. S. Thrasher, J. J. Thrasher and 
John S. Thrasher. Of course, J. J. Thrasher is John J. Thrasher better known as “Cousin John.” 
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The prologue tells of a slave named Bill who was the last slave buried in Oakland 
Cemetery’s Slave Square. Cemetery records tell us that he was owned by S. S. Thrasher and 
that he died at the age of forty-one on June 19, 1864. I have researched the census records 
for 1860 and cannot find a S. S. Thrasher in Georgia much less in Fulton County. I also 
researched the slave census records for 1860 and did not find S. S. Thrasher. When the 
Oakland Cemetery handwritten records were read, it is quite possible that J. J. Thrasher 
looked like S. S. Thrasher. I have experienced this in my research of deeds finding that “J” 
looked like an “S.” In fact, J. J. Thrasher is used about as much as John J. Thrasher on 
deeds.  
 
Although J. J. Thrasher is not mentioned, Dr. John G. Westmoreland, who arrived in 
Atlanta in 1853 founded the Atlanta Medical College in 1854. Dr. Willis Westmoreland 
followed his brother and became Professor of Surgery. In the 1860 census W. F. 
Westmoreland, age 33, Professor Surgery, is listed with the J. J. Thrasher household along 
with his wife, Maria Westmoreland, age 19.  
  
On page 66 J. J. Thrasher is said to have made cartridge boxes, cartridge belts, bayonet 
scabbards, and shoulder straps. 
 
After the war, the Reconstruction Acts imposed military rule on the South and decreed 
that states would not be readmitted to the Union unless they gave voting rights to black 
men. On March 4, 1867, after the passage of the first Reconstruction Act, a group of 
Atlantans met to discuss the “political troubles which now agitate the country.”  In a second 
meeting on April 20 other local luminaries, including J. J. Thrasher, were joined by prewar 
Unionists to endorse cooperation and reconciliation and appeal to Atlanta’s citizenry to 
move beyond “our present unsettled and paralyzed conditions.”  This unity shows how 
former Confederates and former Unionist cooperated to support a common business-
based vision for the city’s future. 
 
Atlanta was the news gathering center of the lower South. In the fall of 1862, western 
journalists formed the Press Association of the Confederate States of America and hired 
John S. Thrasher as its superintendent. Thrasher was formerly a correspondent for the 
New York Herald. Atlanta was selected as headquarters as it was the obvious choice 
because of the city’s central geographic position. I could not identify this John S. Thrasher. 
The only John S. Thrasher in the 1860 census for the country was J. J. Thrasher’s thirteen-
year-old son. The 1860 census lists fifty-two John (no middle initial) Thrashers in the 
country. Because he was correspondent for the New York Herald means he could have 
lived any place in the country prior to the war. Who is this mysterious John S. Thrasher? 
 
This book is a good read for someone interested in the history of Atlanta during the war. 

        (This review was edited for space) 
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In Loving Memory of Eleanor Gretchen Thrasher 
 

Eleanor Keller Thrasher, aged 92, of 
Micanopy passed away on December 18, 
2017 at Hope Haven Hospice. Her 
parents, Frederick G. and Marie H. 
Keller, and sister, Marilyn Keller, 
passed away years ago. Eleanor was 
born in Allentown, Pennsylvania on 
November 16, 1925. She grew up in 
Philadelphia, Mt. Vernon, and Yonkers, 
New York and worked as a banker 
before meeting and marrying John E. 
Thrasher III in 1955, and moving to 
Florida. She was a graduate of 
Tusculum Presbyterian College in 
Greenville, Tennessee, studying voice 

and majoring in Home Economics.   Eleanor and John lived in Jacksonville, Florida for 36 
years. Eleanor continued working in banks and as a substitute teacher in Lake Shore 
Junior High School. 
 
She was a member of the St. John’s Presbyterian Church and sang in the choir. When John 
retired, they moved to Micanopy and built their home ‘in the woods’. Eleanor was a 
founding member of the Micanopy Historical Society in 1983 and served as its Historian 
and museum docent for nearly thirty years. She was a member of the Micanopy ‘Farmers’ 
club and was President of both the Micanopy and Alachua County Homemakers. She was 
also an active member of the Gainesville Camellia Society.   Eleanor was a gracious and 
wonderful hostess – a great cook! She was a loving wife and a super mom to her children. 
 
Eleanor is survived by her husband of 62 years, John E. Thrasher III of Micanopy, Florida; 
her son, John F. Thrasher and Kathy Thrasher of Newberry, Florida; daughter, Gretchen 
Thrasher Harris and Bill Harris of Del Mar, California; and grandchildren, John Patrick 
Thrasher, Anna Marjory Thrasher, William Patrick Harris IV, Paige Christine Harris, and 
Kelly Rae Harris.   
 
 Services were held on Friday, December 22, 2017, in the Milam Funeral Home Chapel, 
Gainesville, Florida.    In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Presbyterian 
Thornwell Home for Children, 302 S. Broad St., Clinton, SC. 29325; The Micanopy 
Historical Society Archives, Box 462, Micanopy, Florida. 32667, and Hope Haven Hospice 
in Gainesville, Florida.  

Published in the Gainesville Sun 
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Bishop Family Stories 
Submitted by Celestea Sharp 

 
Linda Bishop of the Oconee County, Georgia, Bishop family has been kind enough to let us 
reprint a charming family history she has inherited through the Bishops.  Written by 
Reverend Irwin L. Bishop in 1971, it represents his memories of the stories his mother told 
him about her family.  His mother, Mattie Asenath Thrasher (1858-1925) , married Albinus 
Bishop in 1876 and lived almost her entire life in Oconee County.  Her parents were Barton 
Cloud Thrasher and Mary Celestia Bird Elder.  Among her five siblings were Judge B.E. 
Thrasher, Frances Pamela (Thrasher) Baxter, and Ola (Thrasher) Jackson. 
 

Our ancestress, Mattie Asenath (Thrasher) Bishop was born in Oconee County near 
Bishop, Georgia, July 24, 1858 and died, May 17, 1925. She was married to Albinus 
Bishop of Greene County, July 24. 1876. His record: Born: November 7, 1849.  Died: 
August 17, 1936 
 
They were third cousins through the Hester sisters. Her parents were Mary Celestia 
Bird Elder and Barton Cloud Thrasher.  
 
They lived in a very substantial house. Once the stage-coach had a stop at this house, 
it’s reported. It stands today, 1971, on the old Thrasher plantation, and it has withstood 
Indian attacks. 
 
Mattie and some of her sisters were taught to sew, weave and make candles and did 
other chores around the house. She told us of her many experiences. She remembers 
when the Union soldiers came by on the march to the sea; the girls put on all their best 
dresses so they could hardly be seated in their little rocking chairs. This amused the 
soldiers very much. 
 
Her father had the care of four of his deceased brother’s children, two boys and two 
girls. He was the local Methodist Preacher. He and his wife died from typhoid fever. 
She and her cousin, Florence Thrasher, later Mrs. Wise, often disagreed.  One time 
they were down in the pasture; the discussion was who would dare to ride the milk cow. 
Mattie was elected first. The results: the cow threw her over its head and ran down the 
hill with her skirts caught in its horns. The whole experiment was quite painful before 
it ended. 
 
Mattie recalls the nasty trick of a Union soldier. He threw a grain of corn on a hook 
and line out to the finest turkey gobbler, which swallowed it. Then as he dragged it 
away, he said, “Stop following me, to be killed and cooked.” 
 
When a soldier demanded cooked food. Her mother said, “There’s plenty of 
watermelon out there under a tree – help yourself.  They replied, “Watermelons don’t 
stop hunger.” Mattie thought that was funny. She always saw humor in everything. 
 
Most all her brothers and sisters went to college, Emory, Georgia University and a 
Church school in Madison – now non-existent. Mattie stayed at the Glenville 
parsonage with her elder sister and attended high school. 

 
In her youth Mattie lead the singing at Ray’s Methodist Church where her father was 
a steward for many years. She had a marvelous voice and high sense of music. 
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She was married July 24, 1876 after her 18th birthday on July 17. The first year she and 
her husband lived in Morgan County with her husband’s Uncle Brice Bishop. Of the 
nine children born to this couple, only six reached adulthood. Both parents were very 
anxious that their children receive the best education they would take. She said she 
was not worried about leaving them any wealth – only education. Her husband was a 
good producer and had considerable land property. Even rated by Dunn & Bradstreet 
at one time. 
 
She delighted her children and grandchildren with stories from the Bible, Mother 
Goose rhymes and Aesop’s fables. On Sunday afternoon the boys from town would 
gather around on the door steps to listen. She taught the primary class for years at the 
Watkinsville Church Sunday School. 
 
She, on her side, was descended from a fine line of people: The Elders, Tigners, Halls 
and Williams, Thrashers, Hesters, Bartons, Matthews, Rittenhouses and others. Polly 
Reed was descendent of George Reed from England. George Washington and the Lees 
of Virginia also were from his family. 
 
This is only some of the line of Mattie Asenath Thrasher and does not take in any 
Bishop line except the Hester line. She had five sons, one daughter, twelve grandsons, 
two granddaughters, and many great grandchildren and now great-great 
grandchildren. 
 
NOTE: This is to give to the best of my knowledge a few stories of Mattie T. Bishop as 
known by the writer, her son. 
                                                                              Irwin L. Bishop 
 

 
 

REMINDER:   Be sure to renew your Thrasher Family Association Membership for 2018. 
Dues are collected at the annual reunions each year. Those of you who weren’t able to attend 
the last reunion or just haven’t renewed yet, please make your $20 membership fee check to 
the Thrasher Family Association and mail it to Treasurer, Robert P. “Buddy” Thrasher at: 
1047 Old McCrary Road, Columbus, MS 39702 
 

 
 

Please continue to share your news and photos with your 
 “cousins by the dozens” 

 
     Sue Q. Thrasher: 1101 Christian Drive, Watkinsville, GA 30677 or by email: 
        drsuethrasher@gmail.com 
 
     Nancy T. Cherry: 3100 Elkridge Court, Beltsville, MD 20705-3239 or email: 
        NancyTC@aol.com 
 
    John E. Thrasher: 6424 SE 169th  Avenue, Micanopy, FL 32667 or email: 
      fish_jet@bellsouth.net 
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Registration for the Reunion 
 

 
 

REMINDER: Call the hotel to make your room reservation 

Name    __________________________________________ 

 Number Attending   ___________ 

 

Please remit payment for the following meal functions: 

Saturday Breakfast: $12.50 per person:  $_________ 

Saturday Night Dinner: $30 per person:  $_________ 

Sunday Breakfast: $12.50 per person:     $_________ 

 

Please indicate whether you plan to join the group for the followings outings: 
(There will be more details available when we have an idea of how many want to attend) 
 
Friday Evening Dinner in Historic Williamsburg:                     Yes _____   No _____ 

Friday Evening History Program in Historic Williamsburg:    Yes _____   No _____  

Saturday Tours to Jamestown and Yorktown:                            Yes _____   No _____  

 

If you have questions or if you need additional information about TFA Reunion 2018, 

please contact John Paul Thrasher (770-328-3991). If planning to attend, please scan and 

email this registration form to: john.thrasher@numail.org or mail it to: John Paul 

Thrasher at 5 Woodridge Place, Newnan, GA 30265. 


